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HERE IS THE LATEST FROM AMBASSADOR LODGE. WE HAVE NOT 
,<K YET HEARD FROM GRONOVSKI BUT EXPECT TO LATER TODAY. REPLY TO 
i> ; LODGE WILL AWAIT OUTCOME OF THE EXCHANGE IN WARSAW. 


TEXT OF CABLE FROM LODGE (SAIGON 12S0I) 


1. LEWANDOWSKI ASXED TO MEET ME AT D’ORLANDI’S TODAY. HE 
BEGAN BY SAYING THAT HE HAD ASKED FOR THE MEETING BECAUSE OF 
A COMMUNICATION WHICH HE HAD RECEIVED FROM MR. RAPACKI IN . 

WARSAW, WHICH ASKED HIM: 

2. "PLEASE TURN THE ATTENTION OF AMBASSADOR LODGE TO THE FACT 
THAT .THE FORMULATION OF THE LAST* PARAGRAPH OF THE STATEMENT OF 
DECEMBER THREE MAY BE UNDERSTOOD AS RAISING A QUESTION ABOUT THE 
WHOLE POSITION EMBODIED IN THE TEN PARAGRAPHS AND WHICH WAS TO 
FORM THE PLATFORM FOR THE WARSAW MEETING." 

. 3. D’ORLANDI . INTERUPTED TO ASK TO WHAT PARAGRAPH HE REFERRED, 

AND LEWANDOWSKI SAID TO OUR PARAGRAPH SPEAKING- ABOUT 
DIFFERENCES OF INTERPRETATION.. 

4. LEWANDOWSKI CONTINUED.- RAPACKI HAD SAID,. "PLEASE USE EVERY 
MEANS OF PERSUASION SO THAT AMBASSADOR LODGE SHOULD REALIZE , 

THAT SUCH A PARAGRAPH MAY BE UNDERSTOOD IN HANOI AS DIMINISHING 
THE IMPORTANCE. OF THE WHOLE AMERICAN STATEMENT." "WE ARE," 

HE QUOTED FOREIGN MINISTER RAPACKI AS SAYING, "OBLIGED TO 
CONVEY THE STATEMENT AS IT STANDS. IF NOTHING CAN BE DONE. BUT 
WE WOULD LIKE TO CONVEY AT THE SAME TIME SOME CLARIFICATION 
CONCERNING THE POINTS WHICH ARE SUBJECT TO "IMPORTANT DIFFERENCES 
OF INTERPRETATION". LEWANDOWSKI SAID HE WANTED TO MAKE CLEAR 
TO ME- AND TO D’ORLANDI THAT "WE, THE POLISH GOVERNMENT,. HAVE 
REASON TO BELIEVE THAT HIS FIRST CONTACT IS OF EXTREME IMPORTANCE, 

AND THAT- EVERY EFFORT MUST BE MADE NOT TO KILL IT BEFORE IT IS 
STARTED." ' ‘ • 

5. LEWANDOWSKI THEN SAID, RATHER AS' AN AFTERTHOUGHT, THAT “THE 
OVERTURE OF THE WARSAW CONTACT WAS SHADOWED BY THE BOMBING OF 

. HANOI AND WE.-SHOULD,. THEREFORE,. AVOID ADDING TO THE DIFFICULTIES." 
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6. LEWANDOWSKI ADDED THAT HE WISHED TO MAKE A FEW REMARKS 
PERSONALLY WHICH WERE THAT FIRST, RAPACKI WAS HOLDING THE STATE- 
MENT; SECONDLY, RAPACKI ASKED URGENTLY FOR COMMENTS. LEWANDOWSKI 
SAID THAT HIS OWN COMMENT WAS THAT EACH OF THESE POINTS OBVIOUSLY 
NEEDS PRECISION AND THAT MAKING THEM PRECISE IS WHAT IS TO BE THE 
SUBJECT OF THE TALKS. DURING THE TALKS, AS HE ENVISIONED THEM, 

PlggillEf SWIMS. WFSfyM# SriHPtf ifflF 

STATES DID IN ITS STATEMENT OF DECEMBER 3, "DIMINISHES THE 
VALIDITY OF THE REST OF THE STATEMENT.." 


7. LEWANDOWSKI, WENT. ON- TO SAY THAT- THERE IS A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
OOR APPROACHES. '"WE;" MEANING ' THE’ 'POLISH- GOVERNMENT:,^ "ACCEPTED 
A CONVENTION OF EXCHANGING OUR VIEWS'- ON THE UNDERSTANDING THAT ' 
THESE VIEWS DO REPRESENT THE VIEWS 'OF OUR' GOVERNMENT,. BUT WHEN 
WE SUM UP WHAT WE HAVE BEEN TALKING.. ABOUT, IT- DOES NOT TAKE ON 
THE CHARACTER. OF A DIPLOMATIC DOCUMENT. IT IS A STATEMENT OF 
INTENTIONS WHICH MAY BECOME A STARTING POINT FOR SOMETHING MUCH 
M 0 RE PRECIS E." _ . _.v 

S. ,1 THEN PARAPHRASED YOUR STATE 97016, AS FOLLOWS: 

A * T HAVE GONE QL....E FAR IN STATING OUR POST. ON WITHOUT ANYTHING 

2 R INDIRECTLY from THE OTHER SIDE OTHER THAN THE REPETITION 
OF THEIR FOUR POINTS. YOUR STATEMENT TO ME WAS ORAL AND WE 

THIS WAS ALS0 TRUE 0F Y0UR CONTACT WITH HANOI. THE POINTS 
YOU DiSCRI3 ED CONCERNED MATTERS OF GREAT COMPLEXITY AND OF THE 
HIGHEST IMPORTANCE. THEY WERE, MOREOVER, STATED IN VERY 
GENERAL TERMS AND SUBJECT TO THE IMPRECISION OF MULTIPLE TRANS- 
LATION. WE MIGHT EXPOSE OURSELVES TO CHARGES OF BAD FAITH IN 
ANY SUBSEQUENT NEGOTIATIONS IF WE DID NOT MAKE CLEAR THAT THERE 
IS A WIDE LATITUDE FOR INTERPRETATION OF YOUR GENERAL LANGUAGE. 

B. "YOUR FORMULATION BROADLY REFLECTS THE POSITION OF THE U. S. 
GOVERNMENT ON THE ISSUES COVERED AND WE WOULD BE PREPARED TO 
ACCEPT IT AS THE BASIS FOR DIRECT DISCUSSIONS WITH THE NORTH VIET- 
NAMESE IF THEY ARE IN FACT INTERESTED IN PURSUING THE MATTER, AND 
IF THEY ARE INFORMED THAT LATIUDE FOR INTERPRETATION OF SUCH 

5GENERAL LANGUAGE IS INEVITABLE. 

C, "WE GREATLY APPRECIATE THE PERSONAL INTEREST AND EFFORT OF 
THE FOREIGN -MINISTER AND IT IS FOR THIS REASON THAT WE WISH TO 
AVOID ANY POSSIBLE MISUNDERSTANDINGS ON MATTERS OF HIGHEST' 
IMPORTANCE." 

9. D’ORLANDI THEN SAID THAT IT WAS OBVIOUSLY A TECHNICAL MIS- 
UNDERSTANDING, A QUESTION OF METHOD. WE HAD ACHIEVED OUR GOAL 
TO MAKE A FRESH START IN WARSAW. . "LODGE, " HE SAID, "WANTS 
TO AVOID MISUNDERSTANDING;" WHILE D’ORLANDI WAS MAKING 
THIS STATEMENT, A SECRETARY CAME IN WITH A CABLE FROM FANFANI 
EXPRESSING HIS "DEEP SATISFACTION" AT WHAT HAD HAPPENED AND 
JNE 1 CONFIDENCE PLACED IN LEWANDOWSKI AND' ME IN THE ITALIAN 
GOVERNMENT. D’ ORLANDI CONTINUED, SAYING TO LEWANDOWSKI, 

"YOUR QUESTION SHOULD HAVE BEEN ASKED BY NORTH VIET-NAM AND 
NOT BY YOU. THE UNITED STATES HAS STUCK ITS NECK OUT. HANOI < ' 

HAS NOT STUCK ITS NECK OUT.. IT IS NOT VERY FAIR TO ASK FOR A 
SECOND STATEMENT BY THE UNITED STATES." 
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10. LEWANDOWSKI SAID THAT RAPACKI IS TRYING TO DO EVERYTHING 
SO THAT "SOME THING IMPORTANT WILL HAPPEN, AND TURN THE TIDE 
AFTER ALL THESE YEARS." THAT IS WHAT IS IN HIS MIND, HE SAID. 

THE TEN POINTS ARE NOT SO SACRED. 

11. I REPEATED THAT WHAT THE UNITED STATES DESIRES IS TO AVOID A 
MISUNDERSTANDING, AND WE MADE THAT STATEMENT ABOUT INTERPRETATION 
IN THAT SPIRIT, .WITH FULL AND SINCERE APPRECIATION FOR RAPACKI ’ S 
EFFORTS. 

12. LEWANDOWSXI, REFERRING TO D' ORLAND'I’S STATEMENT THAT 
HANOI HAD NOT DONE ANYTHING, SAID "IT IS NOT TRUE THAT HANOI 
HAS GIVEN NOTHING. TO AGREE TO MEET AN AMERICAN IN A SECRET 
WAY, IS QUITE A LOT." 

13. D’ORLANDI ASKED LEWANDOWSKI TO LOOK AT THIS THING ENTIRELY 
TECHNICALLY NOW WITHOUT REGARD TO MOTIVE. WHAT DO WE SEE? 

THAT THE UNITED STATES HAS MOVED. "WE HAVE ASSURANCES 
THROUGH YOU," HE SAID, "THAT HANOI HAS MOVED, BUT WE DON'T 

KNOW THAT THEY ACTUALLY WILL DO SO. IT IS OF PARAMOUNT IMPORTANCE 
FOR THEM TO ACCEPT. THERE IS AS YET NO MOVE FROM HANOI." 

14. THIS PRETTY WELL ENDED THE CONVERSATION, I HAVING GIVEN 

MY ASSURANCE TO REPORT WHAT HE HAD SAID TO THE U.S. GOVERNMENT. 
LEWANDOWSKI CONCLUDED BY SAYING THAT IT WAS EASY FOR HIM. TO SEND 
A CABLE. SHOULD HE DO THAT, OR SHOULD I THINK ABOUT THE -ADVICE OF. 
RAPACKI? WHAT HE SAID THIS AFTERNOON HAD NOT YET BEEN PUT TO HANOI. 
"IF YOU AMERICANS SAY THIS IS OUR STATEMENT, WE HAVE NOTHING TO 
ADD, WE WILL SEND IT TO THEM." 

15. COMMENT: I ARRIVED EARLY AND HAD A LITTLE ‘TALK WITH D'ORLANDI. 
HE SEEMS TO THINK THAT THE FACT THAT WE SNAPPED UP THEIR OFFER 

SO FAST HAS CREATED AN IMPRESSION OF EAGERNESS WHICH. ENCOURAGED 
THE COMMUNISTS TO MAKE AN EXTRA DEMAND OF US. WHILE THERE MAY 
BE SOMETHING IN THIS, I BELIEVE WE WERE RIGHT TO PICK UP THE 
OFFER QUICKLY. LEWANDOWSKI' S AND RAPACKT'S OBJECTION TO OUR 
STATING THAT THERE ARE. DIFFERENCES IN INTERPRETATION IS TO ME' 
PICAYUNE. END COMMENT 
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